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It goes without saying that our generation is experi-
encing unprecedented times, and day-by-day we are 
learning and adapting to this new normal together. 
As I’m sure most of you can imagine, the transition 
from middle school to high school has been made 
more challenging because of the COVID-19 virus and 

its influence on our lives. I believe that I speak for most (if not all) of my 9th grade classmates 
when I say that distance learning isn’t necessarily the ideal situation, but we are continually 
trying to find different ways to cope and thrive through online school.  
 
IB 9th grader Georgia Fernandes shares her perspective on how she manages her school life 
from home commenting, “Online school is definitely a lot of work, but it’s good because it keeps 
me busy. I would definitely much rather be in school making new friends and getting to know 
my teachers better.” Georgia’s mindset is likely something we can all identify with. Due to virtu-
al social limitations, it’s easy to feel like we are wasting our days doing nothing. School has pro-
vided us with the challenge of making friends and mastering technology remotely. On the other 
hand, it’s certainly easier to feel disconnected from classmates and teachers because of the 
isolation of distance learning.  
 
Another freshman IB student, Izzy Danek, shares her outlook on what it’s like to participate in 
distance learning while sick mentioning, “Things have definitely been made more difficult, 
though I will keep attending classes to make sure I don’t fall behind.” Izzy’s perseverance is cer-
tainly something to be admired, as she is now challenged with two new obstacles. However, 
having all classes and assignments online has made school more user-friendly for her during her 
illness.  
 
While there are multiple things about virtual learning that are not ideal, many of us have found 
a silver lining. Taryn Reinhart shares a positive experience of online school, “IB learning has 
been engaging and interesting. I enjoy the classes because they challenge me, but I understand 
that virtual learning isn’t as easy as in person learning.”  
 
As an incoming freshman, I agree with Taryn. Despite the many challenges presented by tech-
nology, like losing WiFi connections, I’ve managed to feel enriched by and interested in my clas-
ses. Teachers are putting forth a tremendous effort to keep us engaged, and it certainly has not 
gone unnoticed. I’d like to personally thank our school’s teachers for remaining positive and 
encouraging us to do our best, despite the uncertainty of the future.  

Something I continually remind myself is, “this, too, shall pass”. I’m so proud of the Annapolis 
High School community for maintaining such a persistent attitude, and I’m excited to see where 
the rest of this school year takes us.  
 
(Mia Rhinehart is a current ninth grade IB diploma cohort student.  We wish to welcome her to Annapolis H.S. 

and as the newest member of the ScrIBe  team) 



 
 
Climate Clock: The Final Countdown by Alex Marek 
 

On September 25, 2020, a new public art project shocked New Yorkers by replacing the Metronome in Union Square, Man-
hattan. The Metronome clock usually counts down the time to and from midnight, only now it's been replaced with a call 
for action. The “Climate Clock” displays the time remaining to curb greenhouse gas emissions, before the repercussions are 
catastrophic. Here's the scary part, we only have 7 years if we 
want to give Earth a two-thirds chance at survival! The “danger 
line” is 1.5 degrees Celsius. If the Earth continues to warm and 
passes this number, the effects will be irreversible. Sea levels will 
rise rapidly. Coral reefs will be completely wiped out. Several hun-
dred million people will have their lives threatened due to climate 
related risk and poverty. However, we are not doomed yet. The 
“Climate Clock” displays two numbers. The first number in red 
counts down the time we have to make a pivotal change. The sec-
ond number shown in green tracks the growing percentage of the 
world's energy from renewable resources. It is creators Gan Go-
lan’s and Andrew Boyd’s goal to boost this percentage to 
100% before the clock runs out.  
 
While it’s still unknown if the “Climate Clock” will become a permanent fixture at Union Square, the odds are looking in the 
clock's favor. The next step the creators are tackling is implementing their “Climate Clock” in cities across the world, next 
stop Paris! Golan and Boyd hope that by showing these clocks around the world they can get everyone to synchronize our 
clocks and recognize the need to come together and save our home. Golan and Boyd want the world to know that “Our 
Planet has a Deadline. But we can turn it into a lifeline”.  
 

  

Hispanic Heritage Month in the U.S. by Angeles Juarez -Ruiz 

 

America is known for the diverse population that lives within its cities and towns. This 
this past month was Hispanic Heritage Month. September 15 was the first day of 
recognition and the month ends on the same day in October.  During this period the 
United States celebrates and recognizes the many contributions made by Hispanic 
Americans.  This year will mark the 52nd year the celebration was first officially recog-
nized by President Lyndon B. Johnson.  It began as a weeklong celebration and was 
expanded to a month under President Ronald Reagan.  
The day that Hispanic heritage month officially starts is important, notice how it starts in 
the middle of the month and not the beginning. This day, for many countries in Latin 
America, is their Independence Day- El Salvador, Costa Rica and, Nicaragua to name a 
few. Other countries such as Mexico and Brazil celebrate their day of independence on a date that falls between the start 
and end of Hispanic Heritage Month.  
 
In an increasingly global and diverse society it is important to learn about and show respect for others.  Hispanic Heritage 
month allows us to do this.  Through such celebrations Hispanics can take pride in their heritage by recognizing and sharing 
their many accomplishments with others.  
We invite you to explore this link to learn more about Hispanic Heritage Month and how the many generations of Hispanic 
Americans have positively influenced and enriched our nation and society. https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/ 
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In the Spotlight: Ms. Russell by Carlena Hall 
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Spotlight on CAS: Hannah Kelley by Sarah Sparhawk

IB students are required to have 150 CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) hours by the end of their sen-

ior year in order to obtain their IB diploma. It is one of the core 

values of the IB Program, encouraging students along their journey 

of self-development. Acquiring these hours is a challenging task 

made harder due to COVID restrictions, and the uncertainty surrounding the 2020-21 school year. 

The virus has a significant im-

pact the global economy, and subsequently, many people have lost their jobs. IB junior, 

Hannah Kelley, has decided to directly extend a hand to those impacted by participating in 

the Tyler Heights Pantry. Located at Tyler Heights Elementary school, Hannah and others 

gather every first and third Sunday of the month to give away essential items such as soap, 

masks, books, and diapers to those who have lost their jobs as a result of this pandemic. 

These volunteers are always looking for more participants, so if there are any IB students 

looking to get more service hours, this is a great way to reach that goal! 

Ms. Russel is an IB Math Applications and Algebra 1 teacher at Annapolis High school. This is Ms. 

Russel’s fifth year of teaching. She started working at Annapolis high school directly out of col-

lege. She graduated from Penn State in 2016 with a degree in secondary mathematics. Ms. Russell 

loves math and especially enjoys teaching Algebra 1. This is her first year as a member of the IB 

Diploma math team.  She admits it has been a bit difficult adjusting to the demands of the new IB 

Math Applications class while teaching virtually.  However, she enjoys the new curriculum and has 

been finding novel means to teach the subject within the constraints of a virtual world. 

Besides her affinity for math, Ms. Russell is also the head cheerleading coach for Annapolis High. She has held this position 

for the past 2 years and will continue to do so this year with the new Covid-friendly athletics schedule. 

When asked what inspired her to become a teacher, Ms. Russell describes how she was encouraged to pursue this career 

path by her eighth-grade math teacher, whose exceptional teaching skills motivated Ms. Russell to become a teacher her-

self. She began tutoring her friends and peers while in school and loved the satisfaction she experienced when she helped 

someone understand a concept or problem they were struggling with. 

Overall, Ms. Russell is a devoted math teacher who loves her job. IB Math Applications students are lucky to have Ms. Rus-

sell aboard! 



Navigating the IB Diploma: IB Theatre by Mete Gorgulu & Hayden Bandes 

 
 
There are many different subjects within the IB program including the study of language and literature, history, mathematics, and 
the sciences. However, if you are the creative type you may want to check out Theatre Arts. In this class, students are not only 
encouraged to express their creativity, but are also challenged to define it. An example of one of those exercises includes devel-
oping different types of vocal resonators that a performer must use in order to bring their character to life. Theatre Arts students 
also work on their movement, which assists the audience in identifying their character when performing on stage with fellow per-
formers. For a more in-depth look, a correspondent from our newspaper met with the teacher of the class, Ms. Hodder. Below 
are the answers taken from that interview. 
 
Q1: How is Theatre Arts different from the other IB classes when it comes to curriculum? 
 

IB theatre arts is different from other IB classes when it comes to curriculum because there are no exams. This helps 
to alleviate the stresses from other classes. IB theatre is mostly project based, allowing students to be creative. Also, 
you complete both HL and SL projects regardless of class selection, and there’s little to no homework.  
 
Q2: How does Theatre Arts connect to the IB Learner Profiles?  
 

It connects to risk-takers because you take risks in every aspect of the class, whether it be walking a certain way when 
acting or using a voice to get into character. IB Theatre also connects to being 
reflective as well because you must look back upon your performance to deter-
mine where you can improve. Finally, caring and kindness can also be applied. It 
is important to create an inclusive environment in which everyone feels welcome 
and comfortable. This way all can participate in the class truly perform to the best 
of their ability. 
 
Q3: What real life skills do your students learn when taking your 
course?  
 

Students will develop research skills when investigating roles for characters, and 
when learning about historical world theatre context with its different traditions. Students will also gain the ability to 
use prior knowledge in order to demonstrate understanding. This will allow the class to incorporate the knowledge 
they have gained into their performances. Finally, IB Theatre teaches students to think on their feet when problems 
occur during acting. 
 
Q4: What types of assignments do you assign throughout the year, and how do they tackle the main 
aspects of Theatre?  
 

During a typical day in IB Theatre we undertake either an analysis on a certain type of theatre or a workshop in which 
I teach a vocal technique or a method of walking. Students will then apply their knowledge and use their imagination 
to create their own piece of theatre.  
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 Student Spotlight-Fine Arts: Michaela Hewitt Clarke by Mario Buchkov 

Michaela Hewitt-Clarke is a senior at Annapolis High School, in the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program who en-
joys dancing and acting. Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Michaela started relearning dances from last year, and 
learning new dances with hopes that she can combine a mixture of new and 
old dances, once we are physically back in the school building. Michaela start-
ed dancing when she was a toddler and cannot count the numerous amounts 
of hours spent practicing. She knew that dance was her passion, because 
when she went to try something different, such as karate, for a year, and she 
did not like it. Before the coronavirus pandemic, Michaela was a part of the 
Annapolis High School Junior Dance Company and would attend rehearsals 
after school to continue to perfect the dances the Junior Dance Company 
members learned in class. During ‘Tech Week,’ Michaela would stay after 
school until 6 pm, learning technique and preparing for the dance shows and/
or festivals. In the Annapolis High School Junior Dance Company, Michaela 
primarily performs contemporary dances, but occasionally will perform jazz 
dances. Additionally, she wishes to extend her talent to include tap dancing. 
 

Michaela wants to continue to partici-
pate in a Fine Arts program in university 
and possibly beyond. She states that it is 
fun, exciting, and most importantly, 
makes her happy. She plans to double major in Fine Arts in an in-state college, 
and she has two universities in mind: Towson and St. Mary’s. Besides dance, 
Michaela also participates in swimming, horseback riding and soccer. But danc-
ing is her true passion. 
 
In Elementary school, the young lady tried out for musicals and took acting clas-
ses to learn various acting techniques. Whenever Michaela has free time, she 
likes to upcycle old clothes, take care of plants and normally watch and binge 
movies and TV shows.  
 
Some advice Michaela wishes to share to aspiring dancers is, “always be profes-
sional, nice, and caring to others, because it has a great impact on your dancing 
auditions.” An inspiring quote from Michaela is, “Art is completely subjective - 
people will either love or hate what you do. Just because someone doesn't want 
your art, doesn’t mean there are not others who do”.   
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 Get Involved: The Red Cross Club by Cat Gibney 

The first featured club of the year is Red Cross Club. Approximately 90% of all Red Cross workforce are 

volunteers, including high school students. Members of this club get a headstart in first-responder and 

medical experience by leading blood drives and community volunteering. This club may be for people 

interested in pursuing humanitarian careers or those who 

like being involved in the community. Annapolis High’s 

region has been recognized for the club’s work through 

receiving awards like the Youth Humanitarian Award in 

2019 and the President’s Volunteer Service Award in 

2020. The teacher club sponsors, Ms. Lala and Ms. Bickel, 

ensure that club members are made aware of additional 

volunteer opportunities, like the Holiday Mail for Heroes, 

where blank letters are sent to members of the Armed 

Services staying at military medical facilities during the 

holiday season so they may reach out to their families.  

Red Cross is staying active amidst online schooling by 

hosting the club online during club time in google meet, 

where students can meet and get to know other members of 

the club, brainstorm future activities, and complete online training 

programs such as CPR, AED, First Aid, and Psychological First Aid to 

support good mental health. Each of these programs have lasting 

benefits for self-care and may assist in some career types. Many of 

the volunteer activities that Red Cross will be doing this year are 

from member-input, where all voices and ideas are important and 

recorded in google meetings. This club provides a great opportunity 

to be creative, help others as a team, learn about the relief and 

medical field, and get summer internships in Washington, D.C.  

One of the most successful annual events was the blood drive, how-

ever, this will not be occurring due to the COVID-19 outbreak and 

the current inability for students to come into the school building. It is 

recommended that everyone give blood at their local Red Cross chap-

ter, especially since COVID-19 antibodies in the blood of people who have contracted and fought off the 

virus, may help save lives by supplying the body with antibodies that have beaten the virus. Antibodies 

are proteins that help fight off infections that they are specifically equipped for, like COVID-19. Addi-

tionally, and most importantly, people still need blood because disasters still occur outside of COVID-

19. 

Supporting the Red Cross Club at an in

-school blood drive. 

Fundraising for the Vaccinate a Village initiative: 

over 2,000 dollars was raised. 
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Just Starting Out: Advice to our Juniors by Hannah Kindness 

 

What is a CAS portfolio and where do I start? 

The CAS project is a core component of the IB Programme, and a requirement to qualify for the full diplo-

ma. The Creativity, Action, and Service activities embody the IB Learner profile, but also contribute to the 

development our students into caring, compassionate leaders and involved com-

munity members.  

This year, with the quarantine and CDC Guidelines in place, the class of 2021 and 

2022 face challenges finding and executing these hours. Many volunteer, charity 

programs, and sports teams are closed or cancelled, which leaves many students 

confused on how to meet their CAS hour requirements.   

 

First, take a look at the many clubs being offered at Annapolis High School.  The 

Key club is an excellent place to start and is sponsored by Ms. Ramey, our very 

own CAS  

Coordinator.  Another excellent choice is the Red Cross club, highlighted on page 7 

of this month’s Scribe. 

 

Other suggestions for fulfilling these hours include conducting neighborhood trash pickups, walking your 

dog, or engaging in another regularly scheduled activity such as calisthenics, or practicing a musical instru-

ment. Please keep in mind when brainstorming your hours, you cannot log any activity you are getting paid 

to do or are required to complete for another IB class.  However, you can log one activity for multiple cate-

gories, as long as it fits under the description of the category you choose.  

 

As for the how… take a deep breath and stay calm.  The IB Research class (IBAIR) is designed to assist you 

in how to log your CAS hours on Manage Bac. Ms. Ramey and Mr. Buchheister will also dedicate class time  

on how to properly write a reflection that meets one of the 7 CAS learning outcomes. 

 

The most important thing is to put in the same degree of effort, and to take away a life lesson from your 

CAS hours.  



 
 

Listed as one of the top research schools in the country, University of Massachusetts offers a wide assortment 
of studies and degrees for aspiring college applicants. University of Massachusetts Amherst, better known as 
UMass, rests on 1,450 acres of picturesque and public land in Amherst, Massachusetts. The public land grant 
school is home to over 300,000 students and 1,500 faculty members. The school was founded in 1862 under 
the Land Grant Colleges Act, which moved to improve upon the education system and teach instructional agri-
cultural, mechanical, and military arts. Since then, UMass has made a reputation for its academic quality, ex-
ceptional monetary value, diverse campus, famous research expenditures advancements in sustainability, and 
great location.  
 
UMass offers doctoral, masters, and bachelor’s degrees and international programs of study. UMass’ most pop-
ular major studies include Business Management, Marketing, Social Sciences, Health Professions, Biomedical 
Sciences. One of the most outstanding aspects of life at UMass is its diverse and lively student body.  
 
Although UMass itself is situated in a rural setting, it is still near major urban centers, including New York City 
and Boston. This allows students to enjoy the best of both worlds.  Popular activities at UMass include enjoying 
the local cafés and restaurants, hiking, visiting farmers markets, going out to the theatre, and swimming.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a part of the UMass 
community, UMass is holding virtual admissions activi-
ties for aspiring undergraduate students to learn more 
about college life and their future educational path. 
UMass accepts 59.9% of applicants and has, per stu-
dent, an average SAT score of 600-800 for Reading 
and Writing and 600-710 for Mathematics. ACT scores 
range from twenty-six to thirty-one. The average 
Grade Point Average of UMass acceptant is a 3.9 on a 
4.0 scale. These are rigorous requirements, but the 
school also provides financial aid, and merit-based 
scholarships. 
 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Program: Students 
may receive credit for IB Exams taken at the higher level (HL). Official results must be sent directly to the Office 
of Admissions from IBO. Depending on the subject, students may earn  credit (typically 6-8 credits per exam) in 
which they have received scores of 4 or higher. More information can be found at this link: https://
www.umass.edu/registrar/students/transfer-information/transferring-credit/international-baccalaureate-ib-
exam-university 
 
UMass is a great school to consider in your college search if you are looking to attend a large school in an area 
with both urban and suburban settings. 

COLLEGE CORNER 

 

University of Massachusetts: Amherst by Serena Claggett 

Page 8 

https://www.umass.edu/registrar/students/transfer-information/transferring-credit
https://www.umass.edu/registrar/students/transfer-information/transferring-credit/international-baccalaureate-ib-exam-university
https://www.umass.edu/registrar/students/transfer-information/transferring-credit/international-baccalaureate-ib-exam-university
https://www.umass.edu/registrar/students/transfer-information/transferring-credit/international-baccalaureate-ib-exam-university


COLLEGE CORNER 

 

Emory University by Hannah Kelley 

Emory University, located in the city of Atlanta, and is home to a young and diverse group of people. Emory 
is a world-renowned institution that has many attractions to offer its students. The city of Atlanta is a desti-
nation for a range of people in the Fortune 500 business, hip hop community and blooming activism life. 
The campus’ proximity to the city generates a plethora of unique urban opportunities for students at the 
university. The actual campus of Emory has a modern feel and a beautiful landscape, which is much like a 
park with open green spaces and wooded areas. Emory is a liberal arts-based research institution which is 
known for its humanities, chemistry and medical programs. There is a theology school on campus, as well 
as the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
Headquarters. There is also 
an extensive international 
study program which is facili-
tated by scholarships.  
 
Emory is a sister school with 
St. Andrews in Scotland, 
which also has self-study op-
portunities. The opportuni-
ties in global health and medicine are many and are a staple of what Emory stands for.  More than 90% of 
people treated for HIV/AIDS are receiving treatment developed from the Emory School of Medicine. Emory 
University also hosted the first Ebola patients in the US and shared their research with the world.  
 
They are a division 3 school for sports and are known for their swimming, diving, volleyball, basketball and 
tennis teams. There are plenty of clubs, such as social clubs, crew, and their debate club, Barkley Forum, 
which is one of the best in the country. The Greek life at Emory is strong and over a third of the undergrad 
student body is in a fraternity or sorority. The student body has a varied religious, ethnic, and socioeco-
nomic background which promotes a larger and more global sense of community.  
 
One may ask, “How can I go here? Emory University has an acceptance rate of 18.5% and accepts AP and IB 
credits. More information about credit award for IB and AP exams can be found at this link: http://
college.emory.edu/oue/documents/resource-a-to-z-files/ap-ib-equivalencies.pdf 
 
The average GPA is 3.78-3.97 making it one of the more prestigious universities. The average ACT scores 
are 31-34, and the average SAT score for reading and writing is 660-730 and math is 690-790. 
 
Emory is designed to  give you the skills to succeed in life! 

Page 9 V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

http://college.emory.edu/oue/documents/resource-a-to-z-files/ap-ib-equivalencies.pdf
http://college.emory.edu/oue/documents/resource-a-to-z-files/ap-ib-equivalencies.pdf



